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AGRE-00 AID-05 EB-08 ICA-20 COME-OO TRSE-00 OIC-02 
/108R 

DRAFTED BY IO/AGR:PJBYRNES:DKS 
APPROVED BY IO/AGR:PJBYRNES 
AID : KKAUFFM AN 
U SDA/ERS :MKRIESBERG 
EB/OFP:EPARSONS 

002248 210654Z/21 , 

R 202157Z JUL 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY ROME 

INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

UNCLAS STATE 184087 

ROME FOR FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AORG, WFC 
SUBJECT: 5TH WFC SESSION 

REF: (A) BAKER/BYRNES TELCON, (B) STATE 162876 

1 . REACTION IN DEPARTMENT, AID AND USDA IS THAT IT 
WOULD BE SERIOUS MISTAKE FOR WFC SECRETARIAT TO CONSIDER 
DEFERRING 5TH WFC UNTIL EARLY 1980. AS RECOGNIZED IN 

U.S. POSITION PAPER FOR RECENT MEXICO MEETING.HOLDING 
WFC 1979 SESSION IN JUNE AS CUSTOMARY WOULD CROWD FAO 
CONFERENCE ON AGRARIAN REFORM AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT, BUT WE 
SEE NO REASON WHY WFC SESSION (WHICH CANADA HAS OFFERED 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 184087 

HOST) CAN NOT BE HELD DURING SEPTEMBER - EARLY OCTOBER 
PERIOD. 

2. MEETING IN THE FALL 1979 WOULD HAVE LONG RECOGNIZED 
BENEFIT OF GIVING GOVERNMENTS MORE ACCURATE CROP ASSESSMENTS 
AND THREE MONTHS DELAY WOULD NO DOUBT BE USEFUL TO NEW WFC 
LEADERSHIP. WITH COUNCIL MEETING FOR ONLY A BRIEF PERIOD 
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(3 DAYS) AND OUTSIDE ROME, WE BELIEVE ITS INTERFERENCE WITH 
FAO CONFERENCE (NOVEMBER 10-29, 1979) WOULD BE MINIMAL. 

3. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF WFC SHOULD NOT MEET IN 1979, IT 
WOULD (A) RISK GIVING CREDENCE TO THOSE CRITICS, 

PRIMARILY FAO, WHICH MAINTAIN THAT WFC HAS NO SPECIAL ROLE 
TO PLAY AND (B) LIKELY LEAD TO PROPOSALS THAT WFC SHOULD 
HENCEFORTH MEET ON BIENNIAL BASIS. A MINOR ADDITIONAL 
POINT IS THAT WFC RULES PROVIDE FOR "ONE REGULAR SESSION 
EACH YEAR" AND ELECTION OF THE BUREAU "EVERY SECOND 
YEAR." ELECTIONS SHOULD TAKE PLACE IN 1979. 

4. IF DEFERMENT 1979 SESSION UNTIL 1980 IS RAISED BY 

THE ROME SECRETARIATS OR MEMBER COUNTRIES, FODAG SHOULD 
STRONGLY OPPOSE, DRAWING AS NECESSARY ON ABOVE. 

5. WITH REGARD 5TH WFC, WHAT IS STATUS OF LETTER WHICH 
SECRETARIAT WISHES TANCO TO SEND TO MEMBER GOVERNMENTS? 
WE THOUGHT PROPOSAL WAS EXCELLENT IDEA. VANCE 
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029507 22233 1Z/66 

R 220959Z JUL 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS 5092 

UNCLAS STATE 184087 

US OECD FOR MAURICE WILLIAMS 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FROM SECSTATE WASHDC DATED JULY 20, 
1978 SENT ROME INFO USUN NEW YORK, OTTAWA IS REPEATED TO 
YOU: QUOTE 

UNCLAS STATE 184087 
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ROME FOR FODAG 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AORG, WFC 
SUBJECT: 5TH WFC SESSION 

REF: (A) BAKER/BYRNES TELCON, (B) STATE 162876 

1 . REACTION IN DEPARTMENT, AID AND USDA IS THAT IT 
WOULD BE SERIOUS MISTAKE FOR WFC SECRETARIAT TO CONSIDER 
DEFERRING 5TH WFC UNTIL EARLY 1980. AS RECOGNIZED IN 

U.S. POSITION PAPER FOR RECENT MEXICO MEETING.HOLDING 
WFC 1979 SESSION IN JUNE AS CUSTOMARY WOULD CROWD FAO 
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CONFERENCE ON AGRARIAN REFORM AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT, BUT WE 
SEE NO REASON WHY WFC SESSION (WHICH CANADA HAS OFFERED 
HOST) CAN NOT BE HELD DURING SEPTEMBER - EARLY OCTOBER 
PERIOD. 

2. MEETING IN THE FALL 1979 WOULD HAVE LONG RECOGNIZED 
BENEFIT OF GIVING GOVERNMENTS MORE ACCURATE CROP ASSESSMENTS 
AND THREE MONTHS DELAY WOULD NO DOUBT BE USEFUL TO NEW WFC 
LEADERSHIP. WITH COUNCIL MEETING FOR ONLY A BRIEF PERIOD 

(3 DAYS) AND OUTSIDE ROME, WE BELIEVE ITS INTERFERENCE WITH 
FAO CONFERENCE (NOVEMBER 10-29, 1979) WOULD BE MINIMAL. 

3. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF WFC SHOULD NOT MEET IN 1979, IT 
WOULD (A) RISK GIVING CREDENCE TO THOSE CRITICS, 

PRIMARILY FAO, WHICH MAINTAIN THAT WFC HAS NO SPECIAL ROLE 
TO PLAY AND (B) LIKELY LEAD TO PROPOSALS THAT WFC SHOULD 
HENCEFORTH MEET ON BIENNIAL BASIS. A MINOR ADDITIONAL 
POINT IS THAT WFC RULES PROVIDE FOR "ONE REGULAR SESSION 
EACH YEAR" AND ELECTION OF THE BUREAU "EVERY SECOND 
YEAR." ELECTIONS SHOULD TAKE PLACE IN 1979. 

4. IF DEFERMENT 1979 SESSION UNTIL 1980 IS RAISED BY 

THE ROME SECRETARIATS OR MEMBER COUNTRIES, FODAG SHOULD 
STRONGLY OPPOSE, DRAWING AS NECESSARY ON ABOVE. 

5. WITH REGARD 5TH WFC, WHAT IS STATUS OF LETTER WHICH 
SECRETARIAT WISHES TANCO TO SEND TO MEMBER GOVERNMENTS? 

WE THOUGHT PROPOSAL WAS EXCELLENT IDEA. VANCE UNQUOTE 
VANCE 
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